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P&C Executive 
Last Monday a number of parents attended our P&C AGM to elect someone for each of our P&C Executive 
positions. I am pleased to announce that each of the positions were filled. Thank you and welcome to our P&C 
for 2024: President: Miss Brannon, Vice Presidents: Mr Keedi & Ms Shabnab , Secretary: Mrs Griffin, and 
Treasurer: Ms Fox. The minutes of the meeting are included in this newsletter (page 16). Parents/carers are 
still welcome to complete membership forms from the office and attend the next meeting on Monday 8 April 
(Week 11). 
 
Pulse 2024 
Last Thursday was an outstanding day for our MPS students who participated in Pulse 2024 - Performing Arts. 
Students represented our school in a combined school: choir, dance group, signing choir and First Nations 
dance group. It was a very long day of final rehearsals and preparations for the big event that night. I am proud 
to say our students performed beautifully. A few of them commented to staff that is was 'their best day'. Their 
smiles and their pride made all the effort worthwhile. A huge thank you to all the MPS staff who helped each 
group prepare and also to our families for your support for your children to participate. On Friday I received 
an email from a teacher at another school complementing our students on their friendliness and respectful 
behaviour. I totally agree, seeing it firsthand. 
 
Sport Representatives 
I would like to add my congratulations to the MPS students who have been selected to represent not only our 
school, but the area in different sporting codes. This is a great achievement for them personally, but it also 
speaks to their qualities as a sportsperson as they combine ability and teamwork. We wish Malia M,  
Azayliah S, Setelo M, Joshua M, Khaled H, Noah J, Salesi F and Elijah B, all the best. 
 
Fasting 
Our school respects that families have different traditions and expectations when it comes to religious 
practices. At this time, we are mindful that some children may choose to fast during the day as the adults may 
be doing so in their family. If this relates to your child, please remind them to refrain from strenuous sporting 
activity on hot days as it may impact negatively on their health. Understandably, if a child presents at sick bay 
saying they are unwell, our first question is usually what have you eaten today. If they say they are fasting, we 
may call you to clarify how you would like us to support your child.  
 
Parent/Carer Partnership Meetings 
Thank you to all the families who attended our two afternoons of Parent Partnership meetings. My thanks 
also to all of our staff who helped cover classes and duties to release class teachers to hold these meetings. I 
trust our parents/carers found this a valuable discussion about your child’s progress and support at school. 
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Mural Renewal/Restoration 
We are excited to have a new mural project beginning next week that will be on one of our external walls. One 
of our teachers will be working with our SRC students to complete this Harmony mural. The current mural, 
which was painted many years ago has been photographed and will be transformed into an artwork to be 
displayed inside – similar to the one in N-Block from a previous external mural on the building it replaced.  
 
Respectful Relationships at MPS 
In the last newsletter I notified our community that we have support from our local Police to help our students 
understand the seriousness of cyber safety and respectful relationships. At MPS we acknowledge that the 
development of social skills and behaviours is a partnership with families. Our young students have many 
potential influences upon them with regard to how they treat others, what is acceptable language, and how 
to manage conflict.  
 
At MPS we are attempting to do our part through: explicit lessons on respect, kindness and tolerance such our 
Meerkat Messages, special events that focus on tolerance such as Harmony Day, and a weekly program called 
Stitches for Yr.2-6 students that teaches how to negotiate social problems & how to be resilient.  
Unfortunately, sometimes students still make mistakes and mistreat others or use racist language. In these 
instances, our ARCO (Antiracism Complaints Officer), Mrs McDonald and Mr Cassidy may be involved in 
discussing the situation with those involved and helping the child who made the mistake understand how the 
other person felt. Students who mistreat others will be expected to attend a half of lunchtime session in our 
Reflection Room where we discuss what happened and how they could behave differently next time. We also 
have an online record system called Sentral so that information is shared between a teacher and their team 
leader or school executive. 
 
If your child tells you about an incident at school then please let the school know as soon as practical. Many 
times, you may be the first one they have told after school or days later. It is always better for the student to 
report it while at school so we can investigate what happened and speak to other students or staff. Please 
remind your child that there are MPS staff wearing high visibility vests on all supervised play areas who can 
respond.  
 
Together we can help children to grow up to be great human beings who know how to choose kindness, how 
to stay safe themselves and promote safety for others. 
 
Easter Hat Parade 
We are looking forward to another wonderful school community event - our Easter Hat Parade. Each year at 
MPS there are some special visitors who go to the classrooms during the day and make a special appearance 
at our parade! Please see the details in this newsletter about our plan for the event. This will be a K-6 combined 
event as we celebrate the long weekend following. Please remember, this is not the end of the term as there 
are still two more weeks of school after this.  

 

Thank you.  
Bronwyn York  
Principal,  
Merrylands Public School
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ATTENDANCE 
Please find the below a graph of the school classes which shows percentages for Term 1 attendance.  Great 
job 3E your attendance is amazing. 

 

Attendance summary by roll class (2024 All terms) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Our school uses School Bytes to help manage student absences that can be accessed via a parent portal. The 
School Bytes parent portal enables you to view all your children in one portal and provide a response for any 
student absences that have been recorded by the school. The parent portal also allows parents to provide 
details of a planned absence if the absence details are known in advance for example, a scheduled medical 
appointment.  
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Please ensure your email address and contact details are up to date with the school. You don’t want to miss 
critical information being sent to you.  If you need to change, check, or add an email address, please email the 
school at merryland-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au. Please monitor your inbox for communication we send to you. 
Please respond to digital correspondence received via email to make payments and/or give permission. Please 
ensure emails sent to you from noreply@mail.schoolbytes.education  are not marked as spam/junk in your 
email system. 

Event Event Date Emailed Consent Due date 

Stage 3 Overnight Excursion 
(Years 5 & 6 only) 

24/7 19/2 Payment reminder $100 due by end 
of Term 1. 

Walking or transport by MPS minibus 
(Whole school) 

NA 19/2 Permission notes still need to be 
returned. 

PSSA Summer Competition  
(selected students) 

Complete 28/2 Payment is due. 

League Tag Gala Day 
(selected students only) 

10/4 11/3 15/3 

Stage 1 excursion 
(Years 1 & 2 only) 

4/4 11/3 21/3 

Debating  
(selected students only) 

28/3 18/3 4/4 

Easter Hat Parade 
(Whole school) 

28/3 18/3 NA 

 
 

Event Emailed Consent Due date 

Fun Run Invite 
(Years K-2) 

1/4 NA 

School Photos 
(Whole school) 

Paper copy to be sent home 12/4 

Reconciliation Day Event 
(Whole school) 

1/4 12/4 

 
 

 

 

mailto:merryland-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
mailto:noreply@mail.schoolbytes.education
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LEARNING AWARDS 
 

 
 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL
 

 

Congratulations to our students and families who have been selected to be a 
part of Merrylands Public School Student Representation Council (SRC). We 
would like to extend the invitation to our families to celebrate the handing over 
of the badges on Wednesday 27 March at our 2pm assembly in the hall. 
The Assembly is for Year 2 – 6. 
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SPORTS
 
League Tag 
We have entered 4 teams in the Parramatta League Tag Gala Day on 10 April.  We have finalised the players 
in those 2 junior and 2 senior teams.  All players will be coached in game skill sessions this Thursday 
(2:00pm- 3:00pm) by NRL (Parramatta) Development Officers. 

 

PSSA 
This term’s Summer PSSA is now complete.  There will be more rounds in Term 4 followed by finals.  This 
Friday 22 March, all teams will play ‘fun’ games at Merrylands HS or Merrylands Oval.  To participate, team 
members must have completed the permission to walk and travel by bus on School Bytes.  Lawn Bowls and 
School Sport will also finish this week. 
 
Preliminary trials for Winter PSSA teams will be held on the final two Fridays this term 5/4 and 12/4 and be 
finalised early in Term 2.   
Winter PSSA Sports are:  

• League Tag 

• Soccer/Football 

• Netball 

• Newcombe Ball 

TEAM RESULT BEST EFFORT 

Girls T-ball LOST Kadijah – Great Game 
Linda Rose – Fantastic effort 
Nargis – Amazing batting 

Boys T-ball LOST Jeremiah – Excellent batting 
Adham – Great sportsmanship 
Davey – Great fielding 

Junior Cricket   Deniz – Straight bowling 
Hamze – Great batting 
Chadi – Great batting 

Senior Cricket LOST  
42 - 28 

Ali N – Amazing teamwork and motivation 
Khobe – Getting two wickets! 
Danyel – An awesome catch! 

Girls Softball DRAW 
6 -6 
 

Aaliyah – Great Captain 
Keleni – Trying hard. 
Jenissi – Supergame as catcher 

Boys Softball LOST 
8 - 2 

Salesi – Home Run! 
Noah – Thinking when batting 
Bilal - Improving 

Bowling  Daniel A – Trying hard improving 

Dancing  Megs B  

Sport Skills Netball Annabella M & Areanna F 

Soccer MJ Z 
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SPORTS Contd:

TEAM RESULT BEST EFFORT 

Girls T-ball DRAW 
11 - 11 

Shahad – Great Game 
Kadijah – Greal Fielding 
Medinah – Great Fielding 

Boys T-ball LOST 
4 – 13 

Kayden – Great Batting 
Mahdi – Amazing catch 
Soloman – Great communication 

Junior Cricket WON  
10 – 14.3 

 Chadi – Bowling 2 wickets 
Irfan – Bowling 1 wicket 
Iman – Excellent fielding 

Senior Cricket LOST 
17.3 – 39.5 

Joshua – A great catch 
Khobe – Bowling a wicket 
Subhan – Great bowling 

Girls Softball WON  
8 - 5 
 

Jenissi – super pitching 
Zuhal – Sneakin 
Melika – Great hitting 

Boys Softball WON  
9 - 0 

Jordyn L – Nice game 
Elijah – Thinking 
Bilal – Great Fielding 

Bowling  Pauline H- Skillfully rolling lawn bowling 

Sport Skills Netball Khaled E 

Soccer Mustafa E 

Newcombe Ball Marwa A 
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On Friday 8 March was 
International Women’s Day. It was 
wonderful to see so many mothers 
come to Community Connect and 
celebrate this wonderful day. 
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